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With great pomp and circumstance we ended 

the year 2022, a year of renewal of vision and 

ministry in Nicaragua, with the Groundbreak-

ing Ceremony for the new Central Bible Insti-

tute and Theological Resource Center. In 

Spanish, the ceremony is called, laying the 

“Primera Piedra” (the First Stone), and it is  

time of anticipation. But what a blessing it 

was to see over 300 pastors, presbyters, 

church members, students, and the Executive 

Presbytery (led by Nicaraguan Superinten-

dent Pedro Pablo Rojas) at the event.  Truly 

2022 ended for us on a high note in ministry. 

And now, with clearer vision, we are antici-

pating even more grace as we embark on the 

actual physical construction of this national 

project that will serve the church in the train-

ing of its ministers, missionaries, and church 

workers in the planting and pastoring of the 

church throughout Nicaragua and the world.  

Before we share some of the specifics of these 

and other events of last year, and our antici-

pated new work, we want to first express to 

you a heartfelt “Thank you” for your partner-

ship in this ministry with which we’ve been 

entrusted. As we often say, we would not be 

here without your prayers and financial sup-

port of this ministry in Nicaragua. Especially 

in these uncertain days, your faithfulness to 

the Bible School ministry has kept us encour-

aged and strengthened in the Lord. “Thank 

you” and “God bless you” for all your help. 
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When we first began directing the Bible School in late-2010, we 

quickly realized that we needed our own facility to both dream 

and grow in the work to which the Lord was calling us. Bor-

rowed facilities, we knew, just wouldn’t serve us well. So, we 

asked the Executive Presbytery for some land for the new facil-

ity. The land they gave us was a piece where the old Radio Vida 

(Life Radio) antenna was standing. The radio station itself was 

no longer in service, so we thought this was perfect. Indeed, it 

was so fitting that one architect noted it almost prophetic that 

a radio mast stood at the heart of our new site, symbolizing our 

true purpose which was to build a Bible School in a place that 

would continue to impact the city and nation for the Lord.  

In 2017, the radio tower was razed and we began our architec-

tural plans while inviting teams to come from the U.S. to help 

in our project. Rev. David Gross and Radiant Life Church of 

Dublin, Ohio responded by bringing a construction team to 

Nicaragua to help us begin our Perimeter Wall. They did excel-

lent work the week they were here, but little did we know that 

the work Team Dublin started would be interrupted in 2018 by 

Nicaragua’s civil unrest and, two years later, by Covid-19. The 

whole world was affected by Covid. What’s more, in 2020, our 

family was scheduled to return to the U.S. for our furlough.  

As we contemplated what the Lord was showing us during our 

furlough and the Pandemic, that is, whether we were to return 

to Nicaragua, the one thing that kept grabbing our hearts was 

that Perimeter Wall begun by Radiant Life Church. We felt a 

responsibility for not only the resources already invested in the 

project but, more so, for the building of the Bible School Minis-

try itself. To us, this was the Unfinished Task at Hand that the 

Lord was showing us. It is, we believe, what He used to steady 

our hearts and direct our return to this needy and strategic na-

tion. Pictured below is the Wall the Dublin team completed for 

us. Jerry Watkins also taught the nationals how to spell “Ohio.” 

The Unfinished Task at Hand 
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On October 10, 2021,  while participating in a 

Mission’s Convention in Lynnfield, Massachu-

setts, Daniel was introduced to two ministries 

that would, unbeknownst to him, have a signifi-

cant impact on our ministry in Nicaragua. The 

two ministries, Builders International (BI) and 

Priority One Missions, are both connected with 

AG World Missions and, from the seeds planted 

during this Convention, both have decided to 

partner with us in our Bible School project. 

At that Convention, Missionary John Sims of BI 

introduced himself to Daniel and commented 

that Builders is here to help if we had need of 

them. Not fully understanding the scope of BI, 

Daniel responded that we, indeed, had a Bible 

Institute project in Nicaragua that had stalled 

because of civil unrest and Covid-19, and that  

we were needing help with. After a brief discus-

sion, John and Daniel exchanged prayer cards 

while Daniel inquired in what part of Springfield 

Builders was located. John said they were in (the 

suburb of) Ozark. Turns out, we lived just two 

minutes from the BI’s offices also in Ozark. 

Within a month we found ourselves in BI’s offic-

es sharing our vision for the Bible School and 

the building project with Builders personnel. 

Priority One, led by Missionary Sam Johnson 

(top right), focuses solely on Bible School pro-

jects. Sam has built more than 55 institutes 

worldwide, his latest being in Tanzania, Africa, 

one of the largest growing churches in the world. 

Daniel first learned of Priority One because the 

main speaker in that Lynnfield Convention was  

Partnering with Builders International and Priority One Missions 

a missionary working with Sam in Tanzania.  

But Sam learned of our ministry “by chance” in 

March 2022 from a bulk email sent to the minis-

ters of North Dakota. Michael Cruz, one of our 

Bible School graduates from Managua, had 

planted a Spanish-speaking church in Bismarck 

and had invited Daniel to take part in a Missions 

service. While there, Daniel figured he might as 

well meet other pastors in North Dakota seeing 

it was a long trip, and his first trip, to the state. 

So, he asked Michael if he would be willing to 

talk with a few of his pastor friends to see if they 

would meet with Daniel when there. Instead of 

Michael calling a few of his ministry friends, he 

sent an email to ALL of the North Dakota pas-

tors inviting them to meet with his missionary 

friend and former Bible school professor.  
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Evidently Sam, who was born in North Dakota (his 

father was the first superintendent there), was on 

that North Dakota list. The email testified kindly 

of Daniel and our family’s work in Nicaragua. Sam, 

upon reading it, wrote to Daniel asking that if we 

had a building project going on, he might be able 

to help us with it. So, Daniel, without hesitation, 

responded affirmatively and, before we knew it, we 

were sitting in a restaurant in Missouri with Sam 

and Ryan Moore (the CEO of BI), sharing our bur-

den and work in Nicaragua these past 16 years. 

From that meeting in April 2022, Sam and Ryan 

decided to visit Nicaragua to investigate our pro-

ject and to speak with the AG Executive Leader-

ship to see if the Lord was, indeed, leading their 

ministries to partner with us in the project. 

So, in September, Sam and Ryan came to Managua 

(previous page, bottom), to meet with Superinten-

dent Pedro Pablo Rojas and the Executives, to 

share their ministry work throughout the world, 

and then to ask if they could be of service to the 

Nicaraguan Church. The National leadership said, 

“Si” (Yes), that with the growing church in Nicara-

gua and the goals of multiplying the churches by 

2033, they would need a trained and educated 

ministry for the work of the Lord there. 

During that meeting, it was decided that we would 

schedule a Groundbreaking Ceremony for the new 

Central Bible Institute (and Theological Resource 

Center) facility on November 30. Which we held. 

Priority One came with four representatives while 

Builders International came with five. The cere-

mony, called the “Primera Piedra” Ceremony  (the 

First Stone), was attended to by over 300 Nicara-

guan pastors, presbyters, students, and church 

members. The Executive Presbyters spoke, as did 

our Area Director Jay Dickerson, Sam Johnson 

couldn’t make the trip but sent a video greeting, 

Ryan Moore, Daniel, and Michael Cruz all spoke 

while Beatriz translated for everyone. It was a 

wonderful event, well received and well appreciat-

ed by all those in attendance. We don’t remember 

seeing the Nicaraguans as excited as when their 

leadership donned yellow construction hats and 

began pouring anointing oil on the “Primera Pie-

dra,” consecrating the work Project to the glory of 

the Lord. This event was for the Bible School and 

the national church, a highlight of the year 2022. 

Above: Executives with Sam and Ryan at CBI’s Building site.  

Below: CBI students singers, Michael and Jessica Cruz with Su‐

perintendent Pedro Pablo consecrating the “Primera Piedra.” 
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Our Focus for the New Term 

As you may have noticed in this newsletter, we 

feel the Lord is moving us in a slightly different 

area this Term. Daniel is no longer the director of 

the Central Bible Institute. He will teach there, 

something he loves and is gifted at, but Jairo 

Lopez, a young man who we helped form and ed-

ucate, will be serving as the new director. Many of 

you know Jairo from our past communications. 

He is intelligent and conscientious, and we are 

proud of how the Lord is using him in various-

ministries. He will lead the school well. 

Our focus this term will be to adminisrate the 

construction of the new Bible School facility.  

Pray for us this term. Pray that we’ll learn to 

serve better, to put others before ourselves, and 

to help them in their work in the Lord. Pray that 

we can serve the Bible School this way this term. 

Mia and James 

Above: Mia and James in August, in their first week 

of school at the Nicaragua Christian Academy.  

We returned to Nicaragua last July 31, the day 

that Mia turned 15. Thankfully, Mia was able to 

celebrate her special day a week earlier with two 

good friends at Silver Dollar City, an amuse-

ment park in Branson. Being away from Nicara-

gua for two years is a long time. Friends change, 

the country has changed, and Mia has become 

more aware of the American culture while being 

in Ozark’s public school during that time. It was 

hard leaving Missouri; Mia loved it there. She 

made some very good friends there. But she is a 

trooper. As Missionaries, we are all pilgrims 

and wanderers, and Mia has embraced the fact 

that the Lord has called her, too, to Nicaragua 

for a purpose. She is now in the 10th grade. 

James also understands that when we leave the 

U.S. it is by the Lord’s leading. He has learned 

the story of Abraham of old who left his country 

and family to go to a place to which the Lord 

had called him. James turned 13 on December 

22 and is now a teenager with the many insecu-

rities that come with that age. He wishes he 

were taller like his classmates, but we are teach-

ing him that the Lord has beautifully and won-

derfully made him, and has put every detail un-

der His timing. James is now in the 7th grade. 

Pray for Mia and James. They are good kids 

and our desire is to see them serving and living 

for the Lord’s glory. May He be formed in them. 

Come Over and Help Us! 

We invite you to come to Nicaragua to help us in 

the Construction Work. We are receiving teams as 

early as this Fall, some have already scheduled in 

November and December. If your church would 

like bring a Construction Team, please contact 

Daniel at: danielklaehn@gmail.com. You can also 

call him on our U.S. phone line: 1-440-625-1224. 


